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Place No. 08  Cooya Pooya Homestead Group 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Remains of shearing shed (2008). In 2012 less remained. 

 
LOCATION  

Name of Place Cooya Pooya Homestead Group 
Other Name (1) Table Hill Station 

Other Name (2) Cooapooey, Lockyer Station 

Location/Address  

Street Number  

Street Name  

Suburb/Town Roebourne 

Other Locational descriptor (text) Situated on the banks on the Harding River, approximately 35 
kilometres south of Roebourne 
mE 514523  mN 7674130  
 Longitude 117.1398 Latitude -21.0336 

 

OWNERSHIP AND LAND DESCRIPTION   

Owner Address Phone/fax Status 
Item 
No. 

Water Corp PO Box 100 Leederville WA 6902    

Reserve No. Lot/Location No. Plan/Diagram Vol/Folio 
Item 
No. 

35798 Location No. 235 P91562 3143/467  

 

LISTING AND ASSESSMENT  

HCWA Reference Number 3376 

State Register of Heritage Places:(Y/N)   Yes 

Classified by the National Trust (Y/N) Yes 

Register of the National Estate (Y/N) Yes 

Local Town Planning Scheme (Y/N) Yes 

Management Category A 
 

DESCRIPTION  

Construction Date (1) 1880s 

Construction Date (2) 1912 
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Site Type (Place Type) Individual Building or Group 
Other Aboriginal site 

Use(s) of Place  

Original FARMING\PASTORAL: 
Other - Pastoral Station 

Present VACANT/UNUSED: Vacant/Unused - Ruin 

Other  

Construction Materials:  

Walls 9. STONE 
904 Local Stone 
3. CONCRETE 
399 Other Concrete 

Roof 3. CONCRETE 
399 Other Concrete  
6. METAL 
606 Corrugated Iron 

Other 11. TIMBER - Floors and ceiling 
1920s floor timbers replaced - white ant damage                                                
Ceiling timbers replaced with rail irons and a reinforced 
concrete slab. 

Condition Abandoned, much graffiti, impacted by cyclones and fire. 
Some white ant damage. 

Integrity (how much original fabric is intact?): Approximately 50%  

Physical Description 

The buildings in the Cooya Pooya Station Homestead group date from the early 1880s.  The present house 

was built in 1912. The main buildings are of stone with corrugated galvanised iron roofs.  The stone was carted 

from the surrounding hills, mortared together and tuck pointed by craftsmen of the day.  The homestead group 

consisted of  a main house including a detached kitchen, shearers kitchen, shearers quarters including 

detached shower room, laundry and toilet, shearing shed, stables, including feed room and fowl house. 

Originally the kitchen, bathroom, laundry and storeroom were contained in a separate building several metres 

away from the main house.  This was to prevent total destruction of buildings in the event of a fire, and also to 

ensure some privacy for members of the household.  The floors were laid with timber; ceilings were of pressed 

metal and the interior walls were plastered.  All rooms opened onto the verandah which surrounded the long 

house.  Verandah floors were laid with large, flat water washed slabs of stone carted from the creek near 

Springs Station site. 

Despite interest in the location by various heritage agencies, it is a state of decline and will revert to a more 

dangerous set of ruins in the short term unless some attention is paid to it. 

History 

The lease for the property was originally taken up by the Lockyer brothers in 1882 and was known then as 

Table Hill Station. 1 The name was changed to Cooya Pooya when the property was sold to Mr S L Burgess.  

He had the present homestead built in 1912. Alterations were made, to combat termite damage, by P W Stove, 

one of the three Stove brothers who had purchased Cooya Pooya in 1920. 

In 1978 the Water Authority of WA purchased the Station.  With the building of the Harding Dam, Cooya Pooya 

now lies within the water catchment on the edge of Lake Poongkaliyarra and will remain a ruin and reminder of 

the many people who have lived within its sturdy walls. 

Cooya Pooya was important as one of the early stations of the Roebourne District.  Station activities are 

illustrated by the different structures and the whole group is beautifully situated on the Harding River.  The 

original buildings are of particular interest for the way in which local stone was used in their construction. (See 

HCWA listing for more extensive description). 

Archaeology 

The archaeological record is exceptional, providing insights into the working of the pastoral station over time 

until its abandonment. There is clear evidence of adaptation to the conditions and the nature of station life, 

especially with the use of concrete to respond to the threats of heat, white ants and cyclones. The working 

parts of the station are still visible, although under various threats and in constant decline. The site includes 

rock art by Aboriginal people, as well as some European engravings, such as those by Lorna Stove. 
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SIGNIFICANCE  

Historic theme (s)  1. DEMOGRAPHIC SETTLEMENT & MOBILITY 
107 Settlements 
 
3. OCCUPATIONS 
301 Grazing, pastoralism 
 
6. PEOPLE 
601 Aboriginal people 
605 Innovators 

 
Statement of Significance:  

Cooya Pooya Station is historically significant for its associations with the development of the pastoral industry 

in the Pilbara district. It has research potential as it demonstrates the evolution of a pastoral settlement since 

1882. The place has close associations with the Lockyer and Stove families, early pastoralists in the Pilbara 

who were prominent in the development of the North-West pastoral industry. The place also has associations 

with the Aboriginal people who worked and lived on the property. The place demonstrates design features 

responsive to the North-West climate, rare and innovative concrete work, and fine stone work executed in local 

materials. (From ‘Register of Heritage Places – Assessment Documentation Cooya Pooya Station’, Permanent 

Entry on the State Register of Heritage Places, Heritage Council of Western Australia, 02 September 1998). 

 

ASSOCIATIONS  

Architect/Designer (1) Lockyer Brothers 

Architect/Designer (2) Percy Stove 

Other Associated Person(s) Lockyer Bros 
Freeman and McGillivray 
Gratte and Patterson 
Stove Family 
WS Hall 
Samuel L Burgess 

  

MHI 1996 Assessment undertaken and Place Record Form created 

MHI Review 2012 Entry updated 
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Kitchen and mess for workers, 2012 

 

 
Concrete roof with pressed tin design, 2012 
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Graffiti in main structure, 2012 

 

                                                 
1 Battye, Jas. S. The History of the North West of Australia. facsimile ed. Carlisle, WA: Hesperian Press, 1985 [1915], p 225. 
 
Paterson, Alistair G (2006). Towards a Historical Archaeology of Western Australia's Northwest, in Australasian Historical Archaeology 
24, pp. 99-111. 
 


